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	Passion(s) in Culture(s)
	




	
		
Exploring the Emotional Signature of the 21st Century

	





		
		

	The collective psyche: While feelings like fear, anger, love, compassion, and sadness are no doubt rooted in biology, the ways humans feel can and do change. Emotional forms and colors are shaped by experiences unique to each society and era. Ostensibly individual, our feelings are in reality part of a larger historical phenomenon—call it a collective mood, the emotional signature of an age. Which feelings and passions have prevailed at which times? Were there periods shaped principally by fear or by greed, by love or by melan- choly? What about cultures and societal groups? Do they also have their particular feelings and passions? How do the rules and norms governing what we are supposed to feel change? And how do our real feelings change? What happens to the rest of our emotions when a single feeling comes to dominate an era? Do emotional economies pass through different states of equilibrium? Can their taxonomies shift altogether? Have there been particularly intense phases for certain emotions?

Does our society, for instance, contain more anger and fear now in the early 21st century than it did in the 1990s? Have current levels of envy and greed changed in comparison to the 1980s? How have the new digital media affected emotional states? What about the visual arts, film, literature, and music—do particular media accompany particular emotions? Aside from such relatively brief spans of time, are there also long- term changes in the way we feel? Do we really, as many claim, control our emotions more than in past centuries? Or are we—on the contrary—much better at permitting them?

In December 2003, the Einstein Forum began a series of conferences and workshops on the emotional signature of our age. It began with a general overview, Passion(s) in Culture(s), and has been followed by conferences devoted to specific emotions, such as com- passion, envy, fear, anger, sadness, pride and first love. More recently the series changed its focus to institu- tions and events creating emotions.
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				Dec 11, 2003

 
Passion(s) in Culture(s)

				

				   Conference 				

		        
				Dec 9, 2004

 
Zivilisationsbruch mit Zuschauer – Gestalten des Mitgefühls

				

				   Conference 				

		        
				Feb 2, 2006

 
Evil Eyes. On Envy

				

				   Lecture 				

		        
				Dec 5, 2006

Anne Hamker
Emotioneering. Eine Einladung zum gefühlvollen Eintauchen in die Bilderwelt von Bill Viola

				

				   Conference 				
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Angst. Kon(junk)turen eines Gefühls

				

				   Lecture 				

		        
				Feb 13, 2007

Annalise Acorn
The Morality of Resentment

				

				   Workshop 				

		        
				Dec 7, 2007

 
Apatheia – Besonnenheit – Coolness. Das ABC der reduzierten Gefühle

				

				   Lecture 				

		        
				Apr 22, 2008

Ruth Leys
History of Emotions. Theory and Practice from Guilt to Shame

				

				   Conference 				

		        
				Dec 11, 2008

 
Von Achilles bis Zidane. Zur Genealogie des Zorns

				

				   Workshop 				

		        
				Apr 24, 2009

 
Zum Lachen

				

				   Lecture 				

		        
				May 27, 2009

Beate Söntgen
Auftritte vor dem Bild. Die Leidenschaft der Kunstbetrachtung in der Moderne

				

				   Lecture 				

		        
				Jul 7, 2009

Barbara H. Rosenwein
The History of the Emotions. Narratives Old and New

				

				   Lecture 				

		        
				Dec 3, 2009

Zoltán Kövecses
The Conceptualization of Emotional Experience

				

				   Conference 				

		        
				Feb 4, 2010

 
Forsaken and Forlorn. On Sadness, Grief, and Mourning

				

				   Lecture 				

		        
				Jun 1, 2010

Thomas Brudholm
The Anatomy of Hatred

				

				   Conference 				

		        
				Jan 27, 2011

 
Proudly Presenting. Pride Between Arrogance and Self-Respect

				

				   Conference 				

		        
				Jan 26, 2012

 
First Love. On Second Thought
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				Dec 13, 2012

 
Zum Fest. Heyday of Emotions

				

				   Lecture 				

		        
				Jun 20, 2013

Hans Dieter Huber
Edvard Munch – ein Maler zwischen Gefühl und Geschäft

				

				   Lecture 				

		        
				Nov 14, 2013

Fabienne Liptay
Face to Face. Beobachtungen am Zuschauer in Abbas Kiarostamis Shirin

				

				   Conference 				

		        
				Jan 30, 2014

 
Masses in (E)motion

				

				   Symposium 				

		        
				May 29, 2015

 
Ansteckend. Vorbilder des Gefühls

				

				   Lecture 				

		        
				Nov 24, 2015

Gisela Trommsdorff
Lassen sich Emotionen zähmen? Selbst- und Emotionsregulation als Aspekte kultureller Sozialisation

				

				   Symposium 				

		        
				Nov 11, 2016

 
Herztöne. Inszenierungen der Liebe in der populären Musik

				

				   Lecture 				

		        
				May 10, 2017

Barbara Rosenwein
The Bodily Turn. New Directions in the History of Emotions

				

				   Conference 				

		        
				Jan 25, 2018

 
Angst machen. Koproduzenten eines Gefühls

				

				   Conference 				

		        
				Dec 6, 2018

 
(K)ein zweites Ich. Freundschaft zwischen geschäftlichem Kalkül und innigem Gefühl

				

				   Conference 				

		        
				Jan 23, 2020

 
Gefühl zeigen. Emotionen im Kino

				

				   Online event 				

		        
				Jun 22, 2021

Fritz Breithaupt
Stille-Post-Spiele. Emotionen und das narrative Denken

				

				   Conference 				

		        
				Dec 10, 2021

 
Einsamkeit. Von der Versenkung in Gott zum sozialen Problem

				

				   Lecture 				

		        
				May 4, 2022

Kerstin Maria Pahl
Kaltes Herz spricht hartes Wort. Von der Gefühllosigkeit

				

				   Lecture 				

		        
				Jun 22, 2022

Felix Heidenreich
Demokratie als Zumutung. Politik des Unangenehmen

				

				   Conference 				

		        
				Feb 1, 2024

 
A Matter of Feeling? Recent Perspectives in the Study of Emotions
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